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Exchange, Discourse
and Discussion

Today’s art world is built on a globally orientated and widely spread international
network of artists, art experts and art institutions. There, global citizens exchange
artistic ideas and concepts beyond national borders, identities and nationalities.
That is why residency programs play an important role in contemporary art, as they
trigger exchange, discourse and discussion between artists and art experts from
different countries. At the same time, in our various crises, residency programs can
reveal, and review urgent matters of society from an alternative and maverick angle.
In this context, besides being an important contribution to the ongoing and increasing
internationalization of our art scene, the Plato Artist in Residence Program, which
hosted Félix de la Concha (Spain/ USA) and Elif Süsler between the mid of May until
the end of June, participates in the pressing discussions about the present and
future state of Balat, the district Plato Sanat is situated in.
Designing the formal and conceptual character of the residency program, we decided
to develop a thematic framework, which intertwines with the direct urban and
socio-political texture of Balat. The program should consciously and critically be
engaged in the gentrification process the district is exposed to. That is why the
concept Balat? aims at reviewing and questioning the current as well as the future
state of this important part of Istanbul. The artist-in-residence program, aims at
contributing to the understanding of Balat, where pluralistic and heterogeneous urban
and social textures and structure exist side by side.
In order to get an alternative view on our district, we made an international open-call
for artists. Out of a number of strong applicants that especially focused on various
matters of urbanization, urban studies and city life, we have chosen Félix de la
Concha and Elif Süsler. Félix de la Concha’s work reveals personal stories within
the history of Balat by portraying its inhabitants. While listening to a resident, the
artist creates one oil painted portrait and one video interview, which documents the
conversation between del la Concha and his model. This project opens up a micro
cosmos, where the spectator gets an intimate and personal insight into everyday life
in Balat.

Elif Süsler presents a utopian/ dystopian macro perspective on Balat by developing
a preview on how the district could look like in the year 2020 if it further gets
pulled into the drastic undertow of the current gentrification process. Creating a
conglomerate of photos, objects, collages, video materials, printed documents and
one guided tour as performance, the artist transfers the actual clash of opinions,
thoughts and discussions about Balat into the exhibition space, where a pluralistic
structure invites and inspires the spectator to draw his own ideas about its current
situation and possible future.
In the exhibition at Plato Sanat, both artists present the results of an extensive and
exciting as well as difficult and exhausting research. We as the spectators have
now the chance to look behind the exterior walls of houses in Balat and beyond the
limits of space and time in order to get alternative insights in our neighbourhood. I
am happy to have met these great artists and their strong works, and I want to thank
them for their effort and engagement. This is the first edition of the Plato Artist in
Residence Program, and I hope that many more will follow, as the participating artists
enrich our institution, the Plato College for Higher Education, the community of Balat
and the art scene of Istanbul.
I believe that art can open up alternative insights in and views on the world we live in.
It can reach beyond the known in order to widen our intellectual and spiritual horizon.
This is one of the reasons why art is an alternative research field for decoding and
deconstructing reality. In our time of acute multiple crisis (e.g. sociology, economy,
politics, ecology), we need all the help we can get to develop models for a healthy
and human society. In this context, the Plato Artist in Residence Program is a small
but valuable part within this huge cluster called Istanbul.
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ELİF SÜSLER
Biography
Elif Süsler received her BA in Visual Arts and Visual Communication Design at
Sabancı University (Istanbul, Turkey), 2006, and her MA in the same program et
the same university, where she also studied as an exchange student in L’Ecole
Superieure d’Art de Grenoble, France, 2009. She participated in an artist residency
at the National Museum of Contemporary Art in Chang-dong, Seoul, Korea in 2012
through a Unesco Ascberg scholarship. She attended an intercity artist exchange
project, Art-homes, that took place in Istanbul, 2010 and Munich, 2011, followed by
an exhibition in Berufsverband Bildender Künstler München (BBK). Several exhibitions
she participated in include the 13th Biennial of Young Artists from Europe and
Mediterranean, Bari, Italy, 2008, 16eme Biennale de l’Image, Nancy, France, 2010,
Light Courses in Project 4L/Elgiz Museum, Istanbul, 2010, curated by Elena Forin,
Trace Back, National Museum of Contemporary Art, National Art Studio (Chang-dong),
Seoul, 2012 and Laboratory of Life, Sanatorium, İstanbul, 2013. She lives and works
in Istanbul.

ABOUT THE PROJECT
My interest in this project grew out of its context and the fact that it would take
a form resulting from our discussions and observations together. The foundation
of urban transformation movement was actually laid many years ago and it has
been in progress. But public opinion about the issue is relatively new and urban
transformation defines a movement in which public opinion is more conscious
and can transform its attitude into action. Residences and shopping malls whose
advertisements appear on any web site have increased in number with their visual
pollution.
In my own art practice, I concentrate on creating a new synergy by using individualsociety, specific-general contradictions. I think that the projects that I can go out
of gallery-workshop context are more creative and effective. I tried to create a
neighbourhood which is created by disidentification and uniformation policies. I have
designed a project called Balat 2020 and an introductory pack in which I referred to
George Orwell’s 1984 and Istanbul which is expecting to host the Olympic Games.
According to this dystopia, which formed the project, a new hominid line appears in
the year 2020. Not keeping pace with the structuring around them, people’s bodies
experience some changes beyond their will. False documents of involuntary body
changes are visualized in the gallery by using different expressions. In addition to
commercial films, travel guides and old-new pictures of Balat, new kinds of fictional
leaflets and printed materials such as posters are introduced. Collages makes it
possible to witness the unsuccesful instances during this “evolution” period. A video
which includes a simulation of Fener-Balat-Ayvansaray tour accompanies all these
visual materials.

FÉLIX DE LA CONCHA
Biography
Félix de la Concha was born in León, Spain, in 1962. From 1981 to 1985 he studied
at the Facultad de Bellas Artes in Madrid. He was awarded the Prix de Rome at the
Academia de Bellas Artes in 1989, and worked in Rome until 1994. In 1995 he
moved to the United States with his wife, poet Ana Merino. He resides in Iowa City,
Iowa, and Madrid, Spain. His paintings are always done on site, in order to capture
an accurate light, and study the passage of time. He has focused on architecture and
in a particular format of portraiture.
Projects and exhibitions include Columbus Cornered, (Columbus Museum of Art),
One a Day: 365 Views of the Cathedral of Learning, (Carnegie Museum of Art), Public
Portraits/Public Conversations (Hood Museum of Art) and Fallingwater en Perspectiva
(Travelling Exhibition).

ABOUT THE PROJECT
During my residency l have being portraying Balat residents from different
backgrounds and people involved with its urban regeneration. For me every
people have a story worth to explore. As a painter I ask them to sit for me. These
portraits take around two hours to be completed. Meanwhile painting them, the
sitters answer my questions about their lives and ideas about Balat. All the
process is being recorded on camera. The result of these works are presented
at the exhibition, the paintings and the videos with the interviews. Because the
time I need to accomplish these portraits, my sitters give unique testimonies.
That combination of portraits and testimonial provides an original approach, a
particular illustration and understanding of the ongoing discussions concerning
contemporary urban life in Balat neighborhood and in İstanbul. To complement
this gallery of portraits, I accompany them with some street views painted on site
in Balat.
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